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The Depoſition of Mr. William Carſtares, when he was Examined be- 
fore the Lords of Secret Committee, given in by him, and renewed 
pon Oath, upon the 22d of December 1684, in preſente of the 
Lords of His Majeſty's Privy Council. 


Eo, Edinbnrgh-Caftle, September $. 1639. ge 
M' William Carſtares being examined upon Oath, conform to the Condeſten- 


PAY 
A: 


tion given in by hitfi, and on the Terms therein mentioned, defions, That 
about November or Dece:aber 18682. Fares Strart Brother to the Laitd of 
= Cultneſs, wrote 2 Letter to him from Hollard, importifigg That if atiy confi- 
derable Summ of Money could be ptocured froth Eng/ard, that ſomething of Importance 
might be done in Scotland ; the which Letter, the Deponeht had an Inclinatioh to inform 
Shepard in Abb-Church-Lane, Metchant in London of ; but before he would do it, he wrote 
ro Mr. Start above named, to Know froth him if he migtit do it; and Mr. Srzart having 
conſented, he communicate the faid Letter ro Mr. Shepard, who told the Deponent,that he 
would Communicat the Contents of ir to fome Perſons in Eng/and, but did at that time 
name no body, as the Deponent thinks ; Some time thereafter, Mr, Shephard tald the De- 
ponent, that he had Cominunicat the Contents of the Letter above-named, to Collonel 
Sidney, and that Collonel Danvers was preſerit, and told the Deponent, that Collonel 
Sidney was averſe from imploying the late Earl of Argyle, or meddling with hit, judg- 
ing him a Man too much attetted to the Royal Family, and inclined to the preſent Church 
Government ; yet Mr. Shepard being pur upon it by the Deponent, ſtill urg'd, that one * 
might be ſent to the Earl of Azzy/e, but as Mr. Shepard told him, he was ſuſpefted upon 
the Account of his urging ſo much z yet afterwards he prefſed, without the Deponents 
Knowledge, that the Depotieht betng to go to Hollaid however, might Have forme Coth- 
miſhon to the Earl of Argy/e, which he having informed the Deponient of; the Depohent 
told him, that he himſelf would hot be coricerned z but if they would ſend ariother, he 
would introduce him, but nothing of this was done: Upon which, the Deponent went 
over, without any Commiſſion ffotn atiy body, to Holland, never meeting with 7u#cs 
S$tuaft above-named. He was introd fo the Earl of Des with whom he had ne- 
ver before converſed; and did there difcourſe what had paſt betwixt Mr. Shepard and him ; 
and particularly, about remitting of Money to the ſaid Earl from Eng/and, of which, 
the {aid Mr. Sr4art had written to the Deponent, namely, of 30000 Pound Sterling ; and 
of the raiſing of 1000 Horſe and Dragoons , and the ſecuring the Caſtle of Edinburgh, as 
a Marter of the greateſt Importance. The Method of doing this was propoſed by the 
Deponent, to be one Hour, or thereby, after the relieving of the Guards : But the Earl 
did not reliſh this Propofirion, as dangerous, and that the Caſtles would fall of Conſe- 
uence, after the Work abroad was done. Fames Stuart was of the Deponents Opinion 
or ſeizing the Caſtle, becauſe it would ſecure Edinburgh, the Magazines and Arms. As 
fo the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, my Lord Argy/e was of Opinion, that without them no- 
thing was to be done, and thar if that number were raiſed in Eng/and to the ſaid Earl, he 
would come into Scotland with thetn ; atid rhat there being ſo few Horſe and Dragoons to 
meet them, tlie judg'd he might get the Country without trouble, having ſich a {tanding 
Body for their Friends ro Rendezvouze to ; and the faid Earl faid, he could. ſhew the 
Deponent the convenient Places for Landing, if he underſtood ; and as the Deponent re- 
members, where the Ships could attend. The Deponent remembers not the Names of the 
Places. The Deponent ſpoke to the Lord Srazrs, but cannot be poſſitive that he nam'd 
the Afﬀair to him, bur faund him ſhy : But the Earl of Argi/e told him, He thought Star's 
might be gain'd to rhefn : And that the Earl of Lowdoxzr being a Man of good Reaſon 
and diſoblig'd, would have great Influence upon the Country, and recommended the Depo- 
nent to Major Ho/ms, with whom the Deponent had fome acquainrance before, and had 
brought over a Letter from him to the Farl of Argi/e, but the Deponent had not then 
Communicat any thing to the ſaid Holms. Fames Stuart laid down a way of Correſpon- 
dence by Cyphers and falſe Names, and ſent them over to Holms, and the Deponent, tor 
their Uſe (which Cyphers and Names, are now in the Hands of his Majeſty's Officers, 
as the Deponenr ſuppoſes) and did defire the Deponent earneſtly to propoſe the 3 0000 /. 
Sterling above-named to the Party in.Eng/and; and did not propoſe any lefs ; tor —_—_ 
EIN 


The Depoſition of Mr. William Catſtares, when be was Examined be - 
fore the Lord's of Secret Committee, given in by him, and renewed 
pon Oath, upon the 22d of December 18684, in preſente of the 
Lords of His Majeſty's Privy Council. 


Edtbiergh-Caftlc, September 8. 1684. | 

R. William Carſtares being exatmined upon Oath, conform to the Condeſten- 
tion given in by hitfi, and on the Terms therein mentioned, defiotis, That 
about November or Deceiaber 1882. James Start Brother to the Laitd of 
= Clineſs, wrote 2 Letter to him from Holland, importiig, That if ariy cohſi- 
derable Summ of Monty could be ptocured froth Englard, that ſomething of Importance 
might be done in Scotland ; the which Letter, the Deponeft had an Inclinatioh to inform 
Shepard in Abb-Church-Lane, Merchant in London of ; but before he would do it, he wrote 
to Mr. Start above named, to Know frott him if he migtit do it; and Mr. Stzart having 
conſented, he communicate the faid Letter ro Mr. Shepard, who told the Deponent,that he 
would Communicat the Contents of ir to fome Perſons in Eng/and, but did at that time 
name no body, as the Deponent thinks ,; Some time thereafter, Mr, Shephard told the De- 
ponent, that he had Comtinunicat the Contents of the Letter above-named, to Collonel 
Sidney, and that Collonel Danvers was preſerit, and told the Deponent, that Collonel 
Sidney was averſe from imploying the late Earl of Argyle, or meddling with him, judg- 
ing him a Man too much attetted to the Royal Family, and inclined to the preſent Church 
Government ; yet Mr. Shepard being pur upon t by the Deponent, ſtill urg'd, that one * 

might be ſent to the Earl of Azzy/e, but as Mr. Shepard told him, he was ſuſpeQted upon 


the Account of his urging ſo much z yet afterwards he preſſed, without the Deponetits 

Knowledge, that the Depootietit belrig to go to Holland however, might ltiave forme Coth- 

miſhon to the Earl of Argyle, which he having informed the Deponent of; the Depohent 

told him, that he himſelf would hot be coricerned 4 but if they would fend ariother, he 

would introduce him, but nothing of this was done: Upot which, the Deponent went 

over, without any Commiſſion froth L. body, to Holland, never meetitig with 7amcs 
e was introduced to the 


Stuaft above-nammed. | Earl of Azgyle, with whom he had ne- 
ver before converſed , and did there diſcourſe what had paſt Veriine Mr. Shepard and him ; 
and particularly, about remitting of Money to the ſaid Earl from Eng/and, of which, 
the {aid Mr. S:uart had written to the Deponent, natnely, ef 30000 Pound Sterling ; and. 
of the raifing of 1000 Horſe and Dragoons , and the ſecuring the Caſtle of Edinburgh, as 
a Marter of the greateſt Impottance. The Method of dotng this was ptopoſed by the 
Deponent, to be one Hour, or thereby, after the relieving of the Guards : But the Earl 
did not reliſh this Propofition, as dangerous, and that the Caſtles would fall of Conſe- 
uence, after the Work abroad was done. Fames Stuart was of the Deponents Opinion 
or ſeizing the Caſtle, becauſe it would ſecure Edinburgh, the Magazines and Arms. As 
fo the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, my Lord Argy/e was of Opinion, that without them no- 
thing was to be done, and thar if that number were raiſed in Erng/and to the ſaid Earl, he 
would come into Scot/and with thetn ; and rhat there being ſo few Horſe and Dragoons to 
meet them, lie judg'd he might get the Country without trouble, having fich a {tanding 
Body for their Friends ro Rendezyouze to ; and the faid Earl faid, he could ſhew the 
Deponent the convenient Places fot Landing, if he underſtood ; and as the Deponent re- 
members, where the Ships could attend. The Deponent remembers not the Names of the 
Places. The Deponent ſpoke to the.Lord Srazrs, but cannot be poſſitive that he nam'd 
the Aﬀair to him, but found him ſhy : But the Earl of Arg/e told him, He thought Srarrs 
might be gain'd to them : And that the Earl of Lowdozr being a Man of good Reaſon 
and diſoblig'd, would have great Influence upon the Country, and recommended the Depo- 
nent to Major Holms, with whotn the Deponent had fome acquainrance before, and had 
brought over a Letter from him to the Earl of Argz/e, but the Deponent had not then 
Communicat any thing to rhe faid Holms. Fames Stuart laid down a way cf Correſpon- 
dence by Cyphers and falſe Names, and ſent them over to Ho/ms, and the Deponent, tor 
their Uſe (which Cyphers and Names, are now in the Hands of his Majeſty's Officers, 
as the Deponenr ſuppoſes) and did defire the Deponent earneſtly to propole the 3 0000 /'b. 
Sterling above-named to the Party in England; and did not propoſe any lefs ; tor 6.th6 
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Earl told the Deponent, he had particularly calculate the Expenſe for Arms, Ammunition, 


£c. Bur Fames Stuart ſaid, that if ſome leſs could be had, the Earl would content him- 
ſelf, if better might not be; but the Earl always ſaid, that there was nothing ro be done 
without the Body of Horſe and Dragoons above mentioned, During the time of the De- 
ponent his Abode in Ho//and, tho? he had ſeveral Letters from Shepard, yet there was no 
{atisfaory Account, till ſome time after the Deponent parted from the Earl of Argyle, and 
was making for a Ship at- Rotrerdam, to tranſport himſelf to Eng/and. Fames Stuart 
wrote to him, that there was hopes of the Money. The next Day afrcer the Deponent 
came to England, he met with Sir Fobz Cochran, who with Commitliir Monro and Fervy- 


ſwood, was at London before he came over, and depones, That he knows not the Account 


of their coming, more than for perfeCting the Tranſattion abour Carolina ; and having ac- 
quainted Sir Fohn Crochan with the Earls demands of the 35000 /. Sterling, and 1000 
Horſe and Dragoons ; Sir 7ohn carried him to the Lord Rufſe/, ro whom the Deponent 
propoſed the AKir, but being an abſolute Stranger to the Deponent, had no return from 
him at that time ; but afterwards having met him accidentally at Mr. Shepards Houſe, 
where he the Lord Ruſſe! had come to ſpeak to Shepard about the Money above-named, 
as Mr. Shepard told the Deponent, The Deponent {when they were done ſpeaking) defir- 
ed to ſpeak to the Lord Ruſje/, which the Lord Ryſfe/ did, and having reiterate the former 
Propoſition for the 30000 /, Sterling, and the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, he the Lord Ruſſe/ 
told the Deponent, they could not ger ſo much raiſed at the time, bur if they had 10000 
Pourd to begin, that would draw People in, and when they were once in, they would 
ſoon be brought to more ; but as for the 1000 Horſe and Dragoons, he could ſay nothing 
at the preſent, for that hehoved to be concerted upon the Borders. The Deponerit made 
the ſame Propoſal to Mr. Ferguſon, who was much concerned in the Aﬀair, and zealous 
for the promoving of it. 

This Mr. Ferguſon had in Ofober or November before, as the Deponent remembers in a 
Converſation with the Deponent in Cheap/ide, or the Street ſome-where thereabout Haid, 
That foz the ſaving of Jnnocent Blood, it would be neceſſary to cut off a few, tnfinuating 
the King and Duke, bur cannot be poſfitive whether he named them or not, to which 
the Deponent ſaid, That's Work for our wild People in Scor/and, my Conſcience does not 
ſerve me for ſuch things ; after which the Deponent had never any particular Diſcourſe 
with Ferguſon as to that Matter ; but as to the other Aﬀairs, Ferguſon told the Deponent, 
That he was doing what he could to get it effeQtuate, as. particularly, that he ſpoke 
to. one Major W:i/dman, who is is not of the Deponent his acquaintance, Fergg/on blamed 
always Sidney, as driving Deligns of his own. The Deponent met twice.or thrice with the 
Lord Melvin, Sir Fohn Cochran, Fereſwood Commitlar Monro, the two Cefſnocks, Montgo- 
mery of Lang ſhaw, and one Mr. Veatch, where they diſcourſed of Money ro be ſent to 
Argyle, in order to the carrying on the Afair, and tho' he cannor be pofitive the Aﬀair 
was named, yer it was under{tood by himſelf, and as he conceives by all preſent, to be 
for riſing in Arms, tor reCtitying the Government. Commiſtary Monro, Lord Metoil, and 
the two Ceſſnocks were againſt meddling with the Eng/i/h, becauſe rhey judged them 
Men that would talk, and would not do, but were more inclined to do ſomething by 
themſelves, it it could be done. The Lord Melvi/ thought every thing hazardous, and 
therefore the Deponent cannot ſay he was poſitive in any thing, but was moſt inclined 
to have the Duke of Monmouth head them in Scot/and, of which no particular Method 
was laid down. Fervyſwood, the Deponent, and Mr. Veatch, were for taking the Mo- 


ney at one of theſe Meetings. It was reſolved, that Mr. Marrzn, late Clerk of the Tu. 


ſtice Courr, ſhould be ſent to Scoz/and, to defire their Friends to hinder the Countr 
from rifing, or taking raſh Reſolutions upon account of the Council, till they ſhould * 
ſee how Matters went in Eng/and. The faid Martin did go at the Charges of the Gen- 
tlemen of the Meeting, and was direCted to the Lairds of Po/wart and Torwoodlie, who 
ſent back word, that it would not be found ſo eafie a Matter to get the Gentry of Scor- 
land to concur, But afterwards in a Letter to Commiſſar Monro, Polwart wrote that the 
Country was readier to concur than they had imagined, or ſomething to rhat purpoſe, 
The Deponent, as above-ſaid, having brought over a Key from Holland, to ſerve him- 
ſelf and Major Ho/ms : He remembers not that ever he had an exaCt Copy of ir, but that 
ſometimes the one, ſometimes the other keeped it, and ſo it chanced to be in his Cu- 
ſtody when a Letrer from the Earl of Argyle came to Major Holms, intimating, that ke 
would join with the Duke of Monmouth, and follow his Meaſures, or obey his DireCti- 
ons ; This Mr. Veatch thought ft to communicate to the Duke of Monmourh, and for rhe 

| | under- 
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underſtanding of it Was brought to the Deponent ; and he gave the Key to Mr. Veatch, 
who. as the Dzponent was inform'd, was to give it and the Letter to Mr. Fergn/or, and he 


to ſhow ir to the Duke of Monmouth ; but what was done in it, the Deponent knows not, 


The Deponent heard the Deſign of killing the King and Duke, from Mr. Shepard, who 
told the Deponent ſome were futl upon it. The Deponent heard that Aaron Smith was 
ſent by thole in Eng/and to call Sir Fob Cochran, on the account of Caro/ine, bur that hz 
does not know Aaron Smith, nor any more of that Matter, not-being concerned in ir. She- 
pard named young Hambden frequently as concerned in theſe Matters. 


Sign'd at Edinburgh Caſtle, the 8 of September, 1684. and renewed the 18 of the 
ſame Month. | 


William Carſtairs. 
PERTH CANCELL. LP. D. 


Edinburgh-Caſile, 18 September 1684. | 

R. Wilham Carſtares being again examined, adheres to his former Depoſition, in all 
M the Parts of it, and depones he knows of no Correſpondence betwixt S-or/arnd and 
England, except by Martin before-named, for thoſe Gentlemen to whom he was ſent, were 
left to follow their own Methods. Veatch ſometimes as the Deponent remembers, ſtay'd 
ſometimes at N:co/ſor, Stabler's Houſe, at London-Wall , ſometimes with one Widow Hard- 
caftle in Morefields. The Deponent did communicate the Deſign on Foot to Dr. Owen, 
Mr. Grifith, and Mr. Meed at Stepney, who all concurred in the promoting of it, and were 
defirous ir ſhould take efte& ; and to one Mr. Frerth in the Temple, Councellor at Law, who 
{4id that he would ſee what he could do in reference to the Money, but there having gone 
a Report, that there was no Mohey to be raiſed, be did nothing in it, nor does the De- 
ponent think him any more concerned in the Aﬀair. Nelthrop frequently ſpoke to the De- 
ponent of the Money to be ſent to Argy/e, whether it was got or not, but the Deponent 
uſed no freedom with him in the Aﬀair. Goodenough did infinuat once, that the Lords 
were not inclined to the thing, and rhar before they would ſee what they could do in the 
City. The Deponent ſaw Mr. Ferguſon, and Mr, Rumſay, lurking after the Plot broke 
out, before the Proclamation, having gone to Ferguſon, in the back of Biſhop gare-ſtreet, 
at ſome new Building, whether he was direCted by Ferv:/wood, who wasdefirous to know 
how things went. Rumſaey was not of the Deponent his acquaintance betore, but they 
knew as little of the Matter as the Deponent. This is what the Deponent remembers. and 
if any thing come to his Memory, he is to deliver it in betwixt and the firſt of Odober. 


And this is the Truth as he ſhall anſwer to G OD. Wilham Carſtairs. 


PERTH CANCELL. IP.D. 


At Edinburgh, the 22 of December, 1684. 
4 Heſe foregoing Pages, Subſcribed by Mr. W:/lzam Carſtairs Deponent, and by the 
Lord Chancellor, were acknowledged on Oath by the 1aid Mr, W:llram Carſtarrs, to 
be his true Depoſitions, and: that the Subſcriptions were his, in preſence of Us Un- 


 derſ{ubſcribers. 


William Carſtairs, 
PERTH CANCEILABITG, 
David Falconer. QUEENSBERKT, 


George Mackenzie ATHOL. 


